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Tales of Whales

During this assembly program one of our education staff members will focus on toothed and
baleen whales and their adaptations for survival. After this program your students will under-
stand the difference between toothed and baleen whales and be familiar with the characteristics
of killer whales and gray whales. They will compare size, color, and feeding adaptations as
they compare themselves to these magnificent mammals using puppets, songs, slides, bones,
blubber and two life-sized inflatable whales. Participating in this program and using the en-
closed activities will help your students meet the grade three Common Curriculum Goals and
Benchmarks listed on page 4.

Before your assembly program:

Ask your students to list the characteristics of mammals.
Give examples.

Use the enclosed flash cards to familiarize your
students with six species of whales.

Assign the activity Measuring Whales in-

cluded in your packet. Using a tape measure,
have your students measure out the length
of each animal.

Compare the living conditions of
a marine mammal with
those of a terrestrial mam-
mal. Where do they sleep?
How do they get their food?
What do they eat? What environmental conditions must they be adapted to?

Gray whale

Read one of the books listed on the reference list, either individually or aloud to your class.

After your assembly program:

Make paper-maché whales and hang them from your classroom ceiling.

Review the differences between toothed and baleen whales using the Gray Whale and
Orca fact sheets.

Color the Gray Whale and Orca coloring sheets.
Lead a classroom discussion using the enclosed dilemma card activity.

Introduce the words “threatened” and “endangered” to your class. Sea otters and.several
species of whales (sei, fin, sperm, blue, humpback and right) are currently listed as
endangered in the state of Oregon. Help your students discover the actions they can
take to prevent further loss of species.
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Tales of Whales addresses the following Common Curriculum Goals and Benchmarks:

UnirviNg CONCEPTS AND PROCESSES
* Common Curriculum Goal: Apply explanatory concepts of model, system, theory, probability, and
replication.
Grade 3 Benchmark: Classify a set of objects beased upon specific characteristics.
Commeon Curriculum Goal: Use basic scientific process skills to observe, measure, use numbers,
classify, question, infer, hypothesize and communicate.
Grade 3 Benchmark: Identify structures that serve different functions.
Lire Science
¢ Common Curriculum Goal (Organisms): Understand the characteristics, structure and functions of
organisms.
Grade 3 Benchmark: Classify organisms based on a variety of characteristics.
* Common Curriculum Goal (Diversity/Interdependence); Understand the relationships among living
things and between living things and their environments.
Grade 3 Benchmark: Describe a habitat and the organisms that live there. Identify how some animals
gather and store food, defend themselves and find shelter.

Killer whale (orca)
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